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I have heard many people say that Thanksgiving Day is their
favorite holiday. For one thing, you don't have to buy presents for your friends and relatives so we save money. It is a
holiday that can be observed by all Americans, regardless of
faith or creed or lack thereof. It leads off the holiday season
which helps to alleviate seasonal depression as November
skies turn gray and rainy. We may gather with relatives we
have not seen recently. It features many of delicious foods
that we may not enjoy during the rest of the year, like sage dressing and
pumpkin pie. There is much to like about Thanksgiving Day.
For Christians there is an added feature of this holiday. We do not only express thanks for the many blessings in our lives, but we give thanks to our
Creator God. Giving thanks is not simply one among many things Christians
do. Giving thanks is the core of Christianity. We give thanks over the Lord's
supper and the waters of the font. We offer simple prayers of thanks before
meals. Paul opens and closes most of his letters with thanksgiving. Giving
thanks is simply the engine that drives Christian life. Christians are thankful.
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians, "Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace,
as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the
glory of God" (4:15). For Paul, thanksgiving comes from grace, tends toward glory, and replaces all the temptations that would draw us off in other
directions. Joyful awareness of God's abundant gifts ends our grasping after what is not ours. It sets us free from worry about what we do not have
and focuses us clearly on all we do have.
Real thanksgiving also results in action. Thankful people give. They give
themselves and the things they are thankful for away. Trusting that all the
things they hope for will be given them in God, they strive instead for the
kingdom of God and its righteousness (Matt. 6:33). Thanksgiving turns communities and individuals into full participants in God's coming kingdom. Giving thanks is close to justice, close to hope, close to love.
Our Thanksgiving worship service will take place on Sunday, November 13.
At that time we will also collect pledge cards from both congregations. (If
you can't join us that day, you may mail the pledge to the church.) After
church please stay for a “Glorified Coffee Hour” as we celebrate stewardship and give thanks for the blessings received this year. Happy Thanksgiving!
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All Saints Day will
be observed on November 6. Votive
candles will be
available to light in
memory of loved
ones. The names of
our members who have died this past
year will be read.

Gloria Dei Council will meet
on Saturday, November 5 at
9:00 AM in the narthex.
St. Anskar Vestry will meet
on Sunday, November 20 at 10:45 in
the Hearth Room.
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Leisure Club will meet
Thursday, November
17 at 11:30 in the Parish hall at St. Anskar.
A chicken dinner will
be served and a free
will offering will be collected. We are also having a cookie drive- You may bring a package of
store-bought cookies which will be served at
Sunday morning Coffee Hours. All are invited.
Please RSVP to Jan Pringey 779-423-3075.
Looking ahead to December:
Yes, Christmas is coming! We will
have one Christmas Eve service
on December 24 at 4:00 PM at St.
Anskar and one Christmas Day
service at 9:30 AM on December
25. The Christmas Day service
will be held at Gloria Dei IF the
sanctuary is usable. Otherwise
both services will be at St. Anskar.
In Memoriam …....Long time
Gloria Dei member Donna
Noreen entered the Church triumphant on October 21, 2022.
She had been living in South
Carolina for the past nine years.
We extend our Christian sympathy to her son Dave and family. Memorials may
be made to Gloria Dei.
Outreach: We are collecting toiletry items for the Family Peace
Center through the month of
November. We also will be collecting socks for the Carpenters
Place during November and December. White one-size-fits-all
tube socks are needed. Thank you for your generosity.
Construction Update: As of
the end of October, we can see
that the sanctuary at Gloria Dei
is in no way ready for us to worship there. We will keep you
posted, and until then, we will
continue to worship at St. Anskar.

Both Gloria Dei and St. Anskar’s will
send out pledge cards in the next
week or so to give parishioners
some time to reflect upon what their
estimate of giving will be to support
the church for the coming year.
Please return pledge cards by Stewardship Sunday on Nov. 13. Brunch will be served after the service that day.
The 185th Annual Convention of the
Diocese of Chicago will take place on
Saturday Nov. 19 via Zoom webinar,
beginning at 9 a.m.
To participate in the convention, voting members (canonically resident
clergy and lay delegates) must have
access to the internet with a device
(laptop, tablet, smart phone, or desktop computer) that allows for connection to the internet platform. Voting members must also
have an email address to receive materials about convention login information and links to the electronic voting platform.
Voting members cannot participate solely by telephone and must be connected to the electronic platform via the internet on their device. Voting members
who do not have access to a device or internet can request support or assistance by emailing secretary@episcopalchicago.org
All registered voting members will receive the link to
the Zoom webinar and link to the confidential electronic voting platform via email three days before convention. Contact secretary@episcopalchicago.org
if you do not receive this email by Nov. 18.
Visitors may watch a live stream of the convention on
the diocesan YouTube channel.
Our delegates this year will be Dave Smith and Dawn
DiVenti. Deacon Nancy and Pastor Jill also will be attending.

Serving this November
at St. Anskar

November 12-13
Linda Dendy, Bonnie Baxter
November 26-27
Becky Bradford, Barb Morris

Remember! Our weekly online video devotional, The Word on Wednesday is ongoing and,
along with a look ahead to each Sunday’s Gospel text, includes special devotional for almost
every observance in the church year. Many of
you have signed up for email updates when a
new devotional posts, but remember, the devotionals are always available by visiting
www.wordonwednesday.com and the latest
devotional is always right at the top of the page.
You don’t have to wait to receive an email to
check. We will have a special devotion each
week during advent as well as something new
on both Thanksgiving Day and Christ Eve and
Christmas Day.

Celtic Corner
CHRIST IN QUIET
In the place of stillness: the room of prayer
In the sanctuary of adoration
In the stilling of the storm
In the stilling of our minds,
our souls and bodies
In the peace he gives
In the peace he asks us to share.

By St. Patrick

Birthdays
Lisa Warren on 11/4
Clarita Soliba on 11/9
Alan Eaton on 11/12
Grace Teslik on 11/12
Judy Gustafson on 11/19
Daisy Allen on 11/23
Rember Soliba on 11/28
Anniversaries
Ray & Bonnie Baxter on 11/11

